FEB 2011 – E-mail newsletter 
 
Vision 21 Events/Meetings
 
· The next Cheltenham Community Climate Champion meeting will take place this Thursday, 17th February, from 7 – 8.30pm at the YMCA, Cheltenham. An interactive presentation has been organised with WRAP (Waste & Resources Action Programme) on waste minimisation including a brief update on what the supermarkets are doing.  www.wrap.org.uk.  (For more details and to view the poster click here and here, if you can kindly display the poster on any notice boards/windows etc V21 would be very grateful). All are welcome including newcomers wishing to dip their toes. There will be time for Q&As and an opportunity to offer ideas for learning/activities for the year ahead.
 
· V21 and Tewkesbury Towards Transition Town Group are hosting a Pub Quiz with a Green Theme at the Hop Pole Tewkesbury – Tuesday 22ndFebruary, 8pm. After a fully packed and enjoyable quiz in Cheltenham last November Vision 21 has decided to slowly but surely tour the County with the quiz!  Come along on the 22nd to test your environmental knowledge, meet like minded people and win some green prizes! Encourage your business to have a team perhaps or challenge your family to participate in this different and fun night out.    Call Vision 21 for more info. For more details and to view our poster click here.  (Also let V21 know if you are from another part of the County and would like us to bring the quiz to you).
 
· Spring into Spring, Vision 21’s FREE Local Food event is on Tuesday 29th March in Tewkesbury, click here for a poster.  This is part of the Count Me In! Growing Places Project.  More details below in the Count Me In! article below.
 
To view details of many more sustainability themed events taking place throughout the County click here.  If you would like Vision 21 to promote your event, for free on the calendar, please contact the office via email with details.
 
Vision 21 Activity/Project Updates:
 
Reclaim and RePaint
 
Reclaim, Vision 21’s Household Goods Enterprise, is open Monday to Saturdays 10am – 4pm and is also home to RePaint (Paint recycling project).  If you, your project, family or friends need affordable re-useable furniture, paint and/or household goods please do visit the warehouse. Equally please do contact Reclaim on 01242 228823 if you are able to donate any items. The project is always particularly keen for white goods (i.e. fridges) due to the demand.  Reclaim is based at 25b Lansdown Industrial Estate, Cheltenham.
 
Low Carbon Partnership Energy Adviser update
 
The Low Carbon Partnership (LCP), a Cheltenham Borough Council initiative, is a partnership between public and private employers and the voluntary and community sector (VCS) in Cheltenham with the simple aim of the partners reducing their carbon emissions, for more info click here.  
 
The LCP has funded Vision 21 to employ an Energy Adviser to liaise with organisations in the VCS, conduct energy surveys and help the organisations monitor and reduce their carbon emissions. The project is nearly one year in already.  Currently organisations in the VCS taking part have 1000 tonnes of equivalent CO2 being monitored with a target of a reduction by 100 tonnes in a year's time.
 
If you are an organisation in the voluntary sector in Cheltenham and would like an energy visit and help reducing your carbon emissions and energy bills then contact Mike Bush mbush@vision21.org.uk. This project can also extend to a small number of businesses too. Call/email for more details.
 
Low Carbon Partnership – Staff Awareness Project
 
Over the past 5 years all the members of the Low Carbon Partnership (LCP) have undertaken a range of staff engagement exercises to help spread the carbon reduction message within their respective companies. These have had a positive effect generally with some striking examples of success in a few organisations but more modest, less easily measurable results in others. All the members report a degree of 'energy saving fatigue' in their organisations and are looking for ways to refresh the message. As a result the LCP have involved Vision 21 to recently bring the group members responsible for existing staff engagement programmes together to present their work to each other.  Information and materials gained from the session as well as research into positive staff awareness programmes beyond the town/county, including Europe, and a Report from the University on overcoming barriers will create a range of practical materials.  The materials will support in-house staff engagement energy saving campaigns for organisations within and beyond the LCP to benefit from.  Keep in touch with Vision 21 if you think your organisation would like to view the final product or contribute ideas for inclusion.
 
Transition Town (Cheltenham)
Transition Town Cheltenham is preparing a "Programme of Possibilities" for Spring. Many traditional skills have been lost as we are increasingly dependent on imported food and goods. Old and new skills are needed if we are to create sustainable communities and learn self-reliance. We are organising a series of drop-ins and taster sessions aiming to help to re-energise our communities and ourselves and embrace the possibilities opened up by teaching and learning new skills. Come and join the learning and fun for a positive future.  Most events will be on Saturday afternoons at FootSteps fair trade café, 16 Portland St, Cheltenham, drop in any time between 2pm and 4pm to see creative skills being demonstrated and try your hand. We will also be showing more inspiring films with ideas for practical action.  See websitewww.transitiontowncheltenham.org.uk and/or www.vision21.org.uk for more details.
Links to other local Transition Town groups are available on the Vision 21 website.
Count Me In! Growing Places Project
The Count Me In! Growing Places project continues to support people in Tewkesbury to grow their own produce. Please click here to view the Growing Places webpage and to see the latest newsletter.
 
For all those interested in local food production, climate change, community resilience, peak oil, organic and healthy food the FREE ‘Spring into Spring’ event is a must to attend (see poster attached). The event will be held in Tewkesbury on Tuesday 29th March and will provide information on why local food production is so important.  Vision 21 is delighted to confirm that Molly Scott Cato, Reader in Green Economics, Cardiff School of Management and Elaine Brook, Ecologist, Writer and Photographer will be speaking at the event.  The event will offer various break out groups enabling people to learn more about the issues they are interested in as well as many interesting stands to visit. 
 
Vision 21 will be setting up a seed swapping table (so please bring along seeds!) and has organised a Q&A table.  The event will also have a blank map of Tewkesbury in the hope that attendees will start to build a foraging map (berries and fruits) for the area!!
 
For more information and to book a place please contact Abi Porter via email aporter@vision21.org.uk or call 01242 224321, places will go fast.  
 
Cheltenham Open Homes Scheme
 
Have you made improvements to your house to make it more energy efficient? Are you a micro-generator? Do you live in an eco-home?
 
Inspired by Transition Stroud's Eco-renovation Open Homes scheme, Transition Cheltenham, Cheltenham Connect and Vision 21 are collaborating and putting on a similar scheme in Cheltenham in September. The groups already have 6 households lined up that are willing to take part but are looking for more households in Cheltenham that can demonstrate the art of the possible.
 
If you have a suitable house in Cheltenham and want to help people save energy and reduce their carbon emissions please contact:
Mike Bush; email: mbush@vision21.org.uk or telephone 07999 874400.
 
Community Vegetable Plot, Cheltenham
 
Vision 21 has a small number of spaces at their Community Vegetable Allotment at Hayden Road, Cheltenham. If you are interested to join please contact Vision 21.
 
Office Space and Meeting Room Hire
 
Vision 21 has an affordable office to let and meeting room to hire in their central Cheltenham offices. For more details, please contact Vision 21.
 
More Information
 
For more information on Vision 21 activities please view the website, www.vision21.org.uk or call the office on 01242 224321.
 
Other news from around the County
 
Channel 4, 'The Future Family'
 
Channel 4 is looking for a family to take part in a new series.  The series will look at how new technology can not only improve the quality of life for the average British family but also help them to live a more energy efficient lifestyle and reduce their household bills. 

Over the course of five episodes they will be transforming one family's home into the house of the future with all the latest cutting edge technology and gadgets to ease the pressures of the daily domestic routine but without adding to their carbon footprint.  They will be looking at everything from groundbreaking waterless washing machines to the most energy efficient home entertainment systems.  While the programme is going to be great fun and offers a fantastic opportunity for one family to completely revolutionise the way they live, they are also hoping it will allow them to bring the important subject of energy awareness to a primetime television audience in an entertaining and engaging way.  For more info contact 01752 727640 www.twofourbroadcast.com
 or Register interest at: http://eon.twofourdigital.net
 
Bishops Cleeve Transition Town Local Food and Farming Event – Sold Out – Huge Success!
 
Bishops Cleeve Transition Town held a wonderfully successful Local Food Event over the weekend.   With all tickets sold, a beautiful venue, delicious soup, local cheeses and bread and local beers, ciders and fruit juices etc everyone was spoilt!
 
Speakers educated the crowd on why sustainable food is so important and how local growing can take place in a variety of interesting ways. Information stands provided opportunity for people to learn more and take information away.
 
The audience had many questions and links were made for a new food hub and sharing projects.  For more details on the Bishops Cleeve Transition Town Group click here.
 
Slipstream Organics
 
	Following recent upgrades to Slipstream Organics website, the company is now in a position to enable their customers to select the contents of their own box from a list of available produce each week (at no extra cost). To learn more go to www.slipstream-organics.co.uk.
 
The company has also added the 'What's in a box' page to their website, so customers can see just what is going into the boxes each week. For more info view the website or contact Nick on 01242 227273.
 
Forest of Dean
 
Transition groups in the Forest are getting their spring events seasons underway.  Transition Newent is showing "A Farm for the Future", at Newent School, on Wednesday 16th February, starting at 7:30pm. This film is about one woman's efforts to use permaculture to save her family farm in Devon and the showing will be followed by a discussion.  The Seed Saving group are running an evening learning to graft fruit trees on February 17th, to book call Andrew on 01594 562396. You could come away with a new tree! Full details of both events and many more are on the calendar at www.transitionforest.org.uk and you can find out more about Transition Newent at http://www.transitionnewent.org.uk.  Later in the year, Transition Forest want to organise an "open house" event - a trail round the Forest visiting people who have taken steps to make their houses more energy efficient.  If you want to find out more, get in touch via email: transitionfod@gmail.com.
 
To keep up to date with the future of the Forest of Dean, and other Forest areas, click here.
 
Also see 23rd February on the Vision 21 calendar for a ‘Save our Forest’ event at the Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester.


 
Many thanks and all the best.
Rebecca
 
If you no longer wish to receive updates from Vision 21 please unsubscribe here.
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