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	Vision 21 News

	Reclaim’s Plea for White Goods – use Reclaim don’t landfill!   
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Reclaim, with the support of many volunteers, redistributes reusable furniture, electrical goods and bikes to the community. The scheme helps to reduce landfill, provides a variety of voluntary placements and offers affordable furniture to people on low incomes.  

Currently the project is desperate for more fridges and washing machines. White goods are selling so quickly these days.    The credit crunch is likely behind the extra demand as it’s harder for people to get loans for brand new equipment. Equally some people are confused, after the recent WEE legislation, about whether white goods can be re-used and are sometimes taking them to landfill sites instead; this means that less white goods are being donated to the project. 

Reclaim would ask that anyone purchasing brand new fridges/washing machines, etc (white goods) from local retailers please contact the charity about their old items.   Reclaim can collect no charge!
To donate/buy items or volunteer please contact the Reclaim warehouse on 01242 228823 or visit Tuesdays to Fridays 12 – 4pm. Unit 25b, Lansdown Industrial Estate, Cheltenham, GL51 8PL. 
Environmental Information Sheets – for Business

As part of a jointly funded project from Vision 21 and Cheltenham Borough Council’s Business Pride Initiative to deliver Environmental Champion training several information sheets were also developed.

There are a total of 15 information sheets which are now available to the full business community via the Vision 21 website. Topics include Climate Change Impacts on Business, Energy Supplies for Businesses, Introduction to Environmental Legislation, Water Efficiency for Businesses and many more.  

A number of printed reference copies are available at the Vision 21 office. Click here to view them all. 
Get Up and Grow 

Get Up and Grow wins award for the Best Community Based Activity! The awards, which took place in June 09, were organised by The Gloucestershire Assembly. Click here for more information on Get up and Grow.
** Get up and Grow would be grateful to receive some long timber and scaffold boards (for supporting a polytunnel and for building raised beds). If you can donate either of these items please contact the office – thank you. 

RePaint
Cheltenham Community RePaint has large stocks of paint, all colours/types, available at the Reclaim Warehouse,   Lansdown Trading Estate, Cheltenham. If clients can afford to, they are invited to contribute a donation of 50p per litre. For more information telephone 01242 228823 or click here.   
Grow to Work – ‘A back to work’ initiative 
Grow to Work will end in the middle of November but it’s not too late to join in.  If you are unemployed or working less than 16 hours a week, this is a great opportunity to learn new skills, experience and enjoy growing and eating your own organic vegetables, gain a reference, improve self confidence, meet new friends and add an experience to your CV.

This fun, creative, outdoor project is running at two sites in Cheltenham and contributions to bus fares can be made. Opportunity to share a growing space thereafter is also possible!

For more details please contact Vision 21 on 01242 224321 or emailjfitch@vision21.org.uk 
If your organisation/local community board is able to display a poster please click here to print or ask Vision 21 to send you a colour copy – thanks!
	Transition Town Network for Cheltenham

Vision 21 has received a grant of £5,000 from Cheltenham Borough Council to fund the appointment of a Transition Town Network Co-ordinator for one year.  Vision 21 has match funded the same amount.
Transition Town initiatives are springing up all over the world, aiming to build local resilience and community co-operation as a practical and creative community response to climate change and to reduce our dependence on oil and fossil fuels and tackle the issue of peak oil. 
The network will facilitate the coming together of local community organisations who wish to address these issues with their members and communities. Some neighbourhoods in Cheltenham are already thinking about and starting their own transition initiatives, and this network aims to support and encourage them, and help communication between different groups.
Vision 21’s initial aim is to provide free information evenings on the Transition Town ethos which will include talks, films, sharing information, ideas and skills. The first meeting in November will look at the issue of food, something of interest to us all – including information on organic growing and permaculture and with examples of existing local food growing and sharing initiatives. For more information please contact 01242 224321.
Cheltenham Community Recycling Champions 

The Cheltenham Community Recycling Champions (CCRCs) are a team of volunteers promoting recycling in Cheltenham. The Champions meet every six weeks (during the evening). The next project is tap water verses bottled water, details to follow soon.

Two of the champions had a busy and enjoyable day at The Cheltenham Farmers Market on Friday 9th October. Vision 21 promoted the  champion/battery box scheme, which is supported by Cheltenham Borough Council, to shoppers and provided general information on recycling and climate change. Vision 21 is very grateful to the market organisers for providing them with a stand. The next Farmers Market, in Cheltenham, will be on Fri 30th October. 
For more details on the CCRCs/to attend the next meeting click here or call 01242 224321. 
Aman Iman – Water is Life Exhibition
Vision 21’s touring exhibition, Aman Iman – Water is Life, funded by Severn Trent Water, has now completed its busy summer schedule. The exhibition visited all of the Gloucestershire Districts and was present at some very well attended events. If you would like to book the display for any events please contact Vision 21 for more information. 

Office To Let / Meeting Room To Hire
Vision 21 has an affordable, medium sized, 1st floor office to let in their central Cheltenham building. The bright room, in this friendly building, is ideal for between one to three people.  Vision 21 also has a meeting room to hire, central Cheltenham.  Contact the office for details.
Climate Change Introduction

For an introduction to climate change, from Vision 21 click here
Vision 21 Membership

Vision 21 welcomes membership and donations from people in Gloucestershire to help support the organisations work. Membership starts at £15 per year for one person, £20 for two people at the same address.  To join/for more details click here or telephone 01242 224321.

AGM

Vision 21 held its first AGM on Wednesday 30th September. The event took place in Cheltenham and 16 people attended. The organisation ran through the usual AGM business followed by refreshments. 

	Local News

	Bethesda Methodist Church goes Solar

Bethesda Methodist Church has recently installed a solar roof. Though scarcely visible from the street, the 32 solar PV (Photovoltaic) panels are expected to generate upwards of 7,000 kW hrs of electricity annually for most of their 25-yr life span.  

For details about the process, costs etc please contact Mark Boulton, Bethesda Eco-Coordinator: tel: 01242 674839 or 07776 036 884 or

cec@brocklebank.plus.com  traidgreen@brocklebank.plus.com 
Edible Garden Celebrates Awards

A unique project at the University of Gloucestershire has won two awards at Cheltenham In Bloom.
The project was launched at the University’s Francis Close Hall campus in May. The St Paul’s Road Area Resident’s Association worked with Whaddon Police Safer Community Team (SCT) and the University on the project, which turned a piece of land on campus into a community garden.
Humanities lecturer Dr Arran Stibbe has been instrumental in the project:
“The Edible Garden project is designed to help staff, students and the local community gain skills for surviving and thriving in the 21st century, such as ecological design and community building. It is inspired by The Handbook of Sustainability Literacy, a new publication which outlines skills for a changing world.”
The Edible Garden won an award as a community garden and also an overall committee award.
Information about the project is being disseminated through a dedicated website:
www.ecoling.net/garden.html


University’s New Bee Guardian Role

The University of Gloucestershire has joined forces with the Global Bee Project in a bid to help thousands of solitary bees survive and prosper on its land.
A specially built bee house will provide 1,500 solitary bees with accommodation at The Park campus, while another will be sited at the Edible Garden in Francis Close Hall. In addition the Students’ Union Allotment Society is installing two portable bee houses in an apple tree at its site on Midwinter Allotments.
With no hive or queen to protect, solitary bees are not aggressive and present no real risk of stinging to people using the sites.
The Global Bee Project was launched in 2009. Based in Stroud, it is encouraging individuals and organisations to become Bee Guardians, raising awareness of the plight of all bees and encouraging communities to help them thrive.
To find out more about the Global Bee Project, visit www.theglobalbeeproject.com
Water 21

The Water 21 website is now online providing a wide range of information on innovative water management, tips for setting up your own community action group, dealing with the authorities, case studies and many other things that can help with looking after water sustainably in your locality.  www.water21.org.uk
Green Cross Co-op 
The Green Cross Co-op (The Gloucester based, zero-emissions, free delivery service for environmentally friendly home products) has launched a ‘new look’ electronic price list.   For details call 07812 499692 or go to www.greencrosscoop.co.uk

	Recycling company uses old car tyres
An entrepreneur is launching a new ‘green’ business franchise to boost households’ eco-credentials with a range of environmentally friendly landscaping products.

Euan McPherson is bringing one of the UK’s leading recycled garden product ranges to the Cotswolds with his new business venture with recycling experts Dunweedin’, which produces landscaping and playground rubber chippings and reinforcing rubber crumb made from 100 per cent recycled rubber tyres.  For more information on your local stockist visit www.dunweedin.co.uk or call 08000 778787.

Calling all communities - Do you want to reduce your energy consumption?

 
Following the success of the first round of Energy Neighbourhoods, a second round is planned for launch in October/November 2009. Town and Parish Councils, Housing Providers and Local Authorities are invited to participate in the scheme managed by Severn Wye Energy Agency and a project proposal is available upon request.
 
The project monitors each household’s energy use over a 6 month period.  Trained energy experts send out weekly tips and targets to follow in order to achieve the communities’ group goals of lower gas and electric bills as well as a reduced carbon foot print.  
 
Communities are fully supported by Severn Wye Energy Agency who give training and advice on changing wasteful energy habits showing that energy saving needn’t cost the earth but may well save it. Each community is sponsored by a host organisation such as a Parish Council or Housing Association however individual communities can also fund the scheme themselves. 
 
For further information please contact Kaye Welfare, at SWEA on 01452 835060 or email kaye@swea.co.uk or go to http://www.swea.co.uk
Stroud District Council installs more ground source heat pumps

 

Stroud District Council tenants in Frampton on Severn are about to welcome energy company EON and their drilling contractors to the village.
Around 20 homes will have coal, electric or oil heating and hot water systems replaced with ground source heat pumps.
Owner occupiers and private tenants on low incomes have been offered ground source heat pumps for free.   For more info: Sally Daley SDC 01453 754445.

Star College – plastic bottle greenhouse!

The Star College is building a greenhouse out of plastic bottles! The College needs to collect as many 2 litre plastic bottles as possible. To donate bottles/for more info please contact Phil Hucks, Star College, on 01242 527631. Bottles can be left at Vision 21’s town centre office and the Reclaim warehouse.  When the life of the greenhouse ends the bottles will be recycled. 

Dean Community Food, in the Forest of Dean
Dean Community Food was established during the summer of 2008 with the aim of starting a Community supported agriculture project at Ragmans Lane Farm. We already have the use of a prime growing spot at the farm and have been cultivating this for a year now. The aim is to get this site producing food for local people, at reasonable prices, reducing “food miles” and the associated carbon emissions and re-connecting people with food production and with each other through social events and working together at the farm.

Email: Contact@deancommunityfood@yahoo.co.uk



	National News

	Climate March – 5th December 2009, London

Each winter concerned citizens from around the UK, including many from Gloucestershire, travel to London to march and send a message to the worlds leaders to take meaningful action on climate change. This years climate talks are in Copenhagen and they are being billed as humanities last chance to put in place a framework that will avert runaway climate change. We at Vision 21 realise how important the Robins or the Cherry & Whites are, but hopefully this is enough warning to prepare you to show your solidarity with the Earths citizens and species. Put December 5th in your diary and join in THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY RALLY. Please see Campaign Against Climate Change for more details and their thoughtful and thought provoking demands – Click here for info.
100 months 
Vision 21 has joined many of the world’s top environmental groups to promote the 100 months campaign. The campaign started on the 1st August 2008 and warned that we had just 100 months to start reversing climate change before we passed the point of no return. With just 86 months remaining the UN's Copenhagen Climate Summit in December could be make or break for preventing runaway global warming.

Friends of the Earth

Friends of the Earth currently have a petition to urge delegates to do the right thing by our climate and people all over the world.  Click here if you would like to view the petition.

Green Community Heroes - deadline extended

Good news, the Energy Saving Trust has extended the deadline for Green Community Heroes - you now have until the 16th October 2009 to enter.

Green Community Heroes would like to recognise inspiring projects, and shout about your community's achievements on a national scale. The Energy Saving Trust believes community action is vital in reducing carbon emissions and combating climate change and would like to showcase the good work of communities within the network, and inspire other community groups across the country to take similar action.

For more information and to enter go to www.guardian.co.uk/greencommunityheroes
Carbon Counter

Click here to view the Carbon Counter website. This site displays the running total amount of long-lived greenhouse gasses in the Earth's atmosphere, measured in metric tons. Human activity such as burning fossil fuels and deforestation is a major source of these gases and the main cause of climate change.

Ecological Debt

The New Economics Foundation (nef) have pointed out a very important date, that probably passed unnoticed by everyone, unless they receive the 100 months newsletter. This page from nef, explains all; http://www.neweconomics.org/gen/ecological-debt-day-250909.aspx - "In 2009, World Ecological Debt Day falls on 25 September, allowing for a leap year, it means that the impact of a massive world-wide recession has slowed its arrival by just a single day compared to 2008, with the date still having advanced almost two weeks from 2007 when it fell on 6 October.  Continued….
	Ecological Debt cont….  

Andrew Simms, nef policy director and co-author of the report says:  “Debt-fuelled over-consumption not only brought the financial system to the edge of collapse it is pushing many of our natural life support systems toward a precipice. Politicians tell us to get back to business as usual, but if we bankrupt critical ecosystems no amount of government spending will bring them back. We need a radically different approach to ‘rich world’ consumption. While billions in poorer countries subsist, we consume vastly more and yet with little or nothing to show for it in terms of greater life satisfaction. Defusing the consumption explosion will give us the chance of better lives.”

This is a subject very close to Vision 21's heart who were a partner in Earth May Day! – click here for info.  

Poem 
Recently one of the Cheltenham Brownie Packs were treated to a presentation by one of Vision 21's Trustees on the topic of 'Endangered Animals'. As a result one of the Brownies wrote a poem inspired by the talk entitled: 'Imagine' which we have permission to reproduce below. Anyone who is inspired by Grace's poem can visit the following web-sites and find further information on how to preserve these species for all children:-

www.savetherhino.org
www.wwf.org
www.orangutans-sos.org
Imagine
Imagine prowling through the rocks,

In search of prey,

Imagine turning round a corner and finding,

Millions of people with buildings,

Imagine a fearsome person with a gun,

Waiting to turn you into a rug.

Imagine swinging through the trees,

Having a merry time,

Imagine the drilling sound of chainsaws,

Cutting down your food and home,

Imagine wandering off to see what the noise is,

Turning to find no forest left.

Imagine eating the first grass of the season,

Walking round and playing with your friend,

Imagine going home to find your mum not there,

Worrying and crying piteously,

Imagine wandering around and finding, 

Your mum’s horn in the hands of a hunter.

Imaging hatching from an egg,

Tricking ants into being one of them,

Imagine relying on them,

Until you’re a cocoon,

Imagine unfolding your wings,

Only to have pins stuck through them and be dead.

Imagine eating your dinner,

On the ice,

Imagine the ice melting,

And swimming to find land,

Imagine getting lost in the cold sea,

And dying of hunger.

Imagine being endangered.

(by Grace Pasco, age 8)


	Events

	For a fuller list of events please go to the Vision 21 calendar. Examples of events listed on the calendar include: Water ‘our important resource’ - Cirencester and ‘Transition Farms’ - Exeter.  Please help us to promote this busy calendar to your friends/colleagues and clients.  
Gloucester Climate Change March and Rally Saturday 17 October – ‘Countdown to Copenhagen’ 
This rally is a multi-NGO and multi-faith event. It will be a peaceful March, Rally and Lobby of the MP and MEP, with civic dignitaries, city and county councillors, faith leaders and representatives of charities and organisations concerned about climate change all taking part. The purpose is to lobby our MP and MEP to make the Climate Summit talks in Copenhagen in December a real success, and to create greater public awareness of the urgency of stopping Climate Change.  

The march will start at The City Council offices at The Docks at 11.30am. For more details contact Simon Fitter on 07799 424271 / 01452 423940 or simon.fitter@yahoo.co.uk
Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens

Will be holding their regional gathering in Gloucester on Saturday 17 October. 
Contact Caitlyn Jones on T: 0117 923 1800 E: caitlyn@farmgarden.org.ukfor more info.
Annual Network Day for the Friends of the Earth groups of Gloucestershire.  Too many people?

With Key Speaker Jonathon Porritt.  Saturday 24th October, 10:30 for 11am start at Bethesda Methodist Church, Great Norwood Street, Cheltenham, GL50 2AP.  11am - 3pm – To book please go to www.glosfoe.org.uk or contact Sophie Franklin at sophie@lesberries.co.uk / 01242 512881
Ragmans courses

For sustainability themed courses in Gloucestershire including beekeeping, tool repair and permaculture go to  www.ragmans.co.uk

	The University of Gloucestershire is holding Grundtvig workshop on Sustainability and Well-Being from 25th to 31st October. Funded as part of the European Commission's Lifelong Learning Programme, the workshop is designed to provide learning opportunities for adult lifelong learners from disadvantaged communities.  
The content of the workshop will focus on sustainability, alternative approaches to sustainable lifestyles, and individual and community well-being. It will use the Healthy Towns and Transition Towns’ models to investigate how participants can use the environment in sustainable ways to support emotional, mental, physical and social well-being. This will include visits to community gardens and a ‘green gym’. For more information contact Marcela Jackson on 01242 715104. 

Master Composters Scheme

Community Composting - free training on 21st November for local Master Composters in Gloucestershire. For more details contact simon.brown@gloucestershire.gov.uk
The Age of Stupid (3 showings in Cheltenham)
Bethesda Methodist Church (Great Norwood street, Cheltenham) will be showing The Age of Stupid on Saturday 24th October at 7pm. Tickets on the door £2.50 (£2 concs).Tea and coffee available afterwards.  

And Hesters Way Neighbourhood Project will be showing the film at the Springbank Community Resource Centre at 7pm on Thursday 29th October. Suggested donation of £2.50

Also The Cheltenham Film Society will be screening The Age of Stupid in conjunction with the Bacon Theatre on Friday 6th November 2009.  The Age of Stupid is presented in the lead-up to the UN conference on Climate Change. 

Vision 21 representatives will be available after the Bacon Theatre showing for a q&a session. For tickets telephone 01242 258002.

	That’s nearly all

	For vacancies listed on our website click here
To become a member of Vision 21 click here 

To work out your carbon emissions click here
To view the Gloucestershire Green Guide click here
To no longer receive emails from Vision 21 click here
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