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	Vision 21 News

	VISION 21 TEAM AT THE CHELTENHAM SCIENCE FESTIVAL THIS WEEKEND SHOWCASING THEIR

NEW EXHIBITION ‘WATER IS LIFE’

The Vision 21 stand will be at the Montpellier Gardens, Cheltenham from 11am – 4pm this weekend (Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th June).  All are welcome.
GROW TO WORK – ‘A BACK TO WORK’

INITIATIVE FROM VISION 21

If your organisation is able to display a poster please click here to print or ask Vision 21 to send you a colour copy. 

This week sees the launch of a new project from Vision 21, kindly funded by the South West Foundation, called Grow to Work.  If you are unemployed or working less than 16 hours a week, this is a great opportunity to learn new skills, experience and enjoy growing and eating your own organic vegetables, gain a reference, improve self confidence, meet new friends and add an experience to your CV.

This fun, creative, outdoor project will run at two sites in Cheltenham; Hayden Road Allotments (near Springbank) and St. Marks Community Centre.

The project will run from 1st June until 14th November. Newcomers are welcome to join throughout.  All participants should attend at least 2 sessions a week for a minimum of 6 weeks but are welcome to stay on for the duration.  

To learn more/sign up, please click here or contact Vision 21 on 01242 224321 or email jfitch@vision21.org.uk
YELLOW WOODS CHALLENGE
 (AND OPTING OUT INFO)

Vision 21 has been involved in the Yellow Woods Challenge again this year. The challenge, run by the publishers Yell, engages with schools on recycling Yellow Pages. This year 4000 have been recycled from Cheltenham, this is a 15% improvement on last year.  The top three schools collecting the most Yellow Pages per pupil are Bettridge, Bushbabies and Warden Hill. These all receive a prize from Yell, along with a bonus prize going to Swindon Village for collecting the most Yellow Pages overall. The Community Champions have also collected 900 yellow pages for recycling.   

If you would like to opt out of receiving Yellow Pages you can call 0800 671444.  For BT Phonebook call 0800 833400 and for Thomson call 01252 555555. To opt out of junk mail call the Mailing Preference Service on 0845 703 4599.
THE AGE OF STUPID

NEW CLIMATE FILM

The Age of Stupid, a new climate change film will be shown at the University’s Cheltenham Park Campus (see local news for more details) and Gloucester Guildhall.

For details on the showings in Gloucester and a Q&A session (Q&A only on Thursday 11th June after evening showing) please click here. 

See local news for showing details at the Park Campus, Cheltenham. 
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	 CHELTENHAM RECYCLING CHAMPIONS SMASH TARGETS! 

The Cheltenham Community Recycling Champions, a Vision 21 project funded by Cheltenham Borough Council, recently met their target of collecting 1 tonne of batteries for recycling. The total amount currently stands at a massive 1.2 tonnes (62,000 batteries)! 
The Champions are a team of volunteers promoting recycling through their home and work communities in Cheltenham. They meet once every six weeks at Hesters Way Resource Centre. The meeting runs from 6.30 – 7.45pm and newcomers are welcome.  You don’t have to attend meetings to become a champion though, click here for more information or call Vision 21 for details on how you can get involved. 

OFFICE TO LET/MEETING ROOM TO LET

Vision 21 has an affordable, medium sized, 1st floor office to let in their central Cheltenham building. The bright room, in this friendly building, is ideal for between one to three people.  Vision 21 also has a meeting room to hire, central Cheltenham.  Contact the office for details.
GLOUCESTERS’ ECO FUN DAY – SAT 20TH JUNE, 12 – 4pm
[image: image3.wmf] 

If your organisation is able to display a poster please click here to print or ask Vision 21 to post you a colour poster. 

This HIGH FUN, low carbon event will include children’s activities including ‘Watery Fun’, a climbing wall, bike fun and bike safe (repairs), music/dance, a chance to meet some creatures from the rainforest, The Play Rangers a fair trade café and lots more. 
Vision 21 has partnered with Matson and Robinswood Community Partnership, Together in Matson, Gloucester City Homes, Matson and Robinswood Tenants and Residents Association, Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust and The Gateway Project to organise this imaginative Eco Fun Day (with support and attendance on the day from many other groups). For more details click here.
The event has kindly been funded by Gloucester City Council’s Community Fund and grassroots grants. 
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To donate or buy good quality second hand furniture and white goods contact Reclaim on 01242 228823 or click here.
REPAINT
Cheltenham Community RePaint has large stocks of paint, all colours/types, available at the Reclaim Warehouse,   Lansdown Trading Estate, Cheltenham. If clients can afford to, they are invited to contribute a donation of 50p per litre. For more information telephone 01242 228823 or click here. 

CLIMATE CHANGE INTRODUCTION

For an introduction to climate change, from Vision 21 click here

	Local News

	CHELTENHAM CONNECT 

AN EXCITING NEW COMMUNITY INITIATIVE 

DEVELOPING IN SOUTH CHELTENHAM
 
From its small beginnings around a pub table in February a new community initiative is being developed that has already attracted a great deal of local interest and support.

Focused on the residential and trading areas of The Bath Road (South End), Tivoli, The Park and The Suffolks, Cheltenham Connect aims to strengthen and empower the local community and to help protect it from the current economic downturn. It also aims to raise awareness of climate change and the need for the community to develop a low carbon and sustainable future.

A full launch is being planned for Saturday 27th June at The Exmouth Arms in Bath Road and all are welcome. Each of the action groups will be there to share their activities along with local trading and residents associations, energy and sustainability organisations, local churches and schools, and local musicians and craftspeople. The aim is for the event to be full of good old fashioned fun with lots of information, but also games and entertainment, provided throughout the day.

For more details please go to  www.cheltenhamconnect.co.uk, call Wendy Ellyatt 01242 572 803 or email wendy@cheltenhamconnect.co.uk.

PROPOSED SUSTAINABLE REGENERATION

IN CINDERFORD

The Homes and Communities Agency (HCA), the national housing and regeneration agency, confirmed in March that it had received approval to proceed with an investment of £14.75 million, from the National Coalfields Programme, to assist in the regeneration of Cinderford. Work is now underway to prepare a new Cinderford Area Action Plan (Northern Quarter) that will guide both public and private investment into former coal mining sites to the north west of the town.

The latest development from Two Rivers Housing in partnership with Cavendish Park Builders and the Forest of Dean District Council is set to be the greenest yet. Building to Level 4 of the Code for Sustainable Homes, this development of 10 apartments will be one of only a handful in the region to be built to this standard. Using construction methods which reduce carbon emissions and in the longer term reduce the energy bills for future tenants, this landmark scheme has started on site just as news of the National Coalfields.

For more information please phone the SWEA renewable energy advice line 01452 835087 or go to www.swea.co.uk. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY GROUP

Are you a voluntary and community organisation passionate about environmental issues?  Do you want to find out more about how to ensure that environmental issues remain high on the agenda for the people who plan and deliver services in Gloucestershire?

If so, sign up to the voluntary and community sector (VCS) Environment Strategy Group by emailing roisinh@glosassembly.org.uk  .

This group acts primarily as an email list for sharing information, and meets quarterly to discuss priorities for the voluntary and community sector with regard to environmental issues.  It is part of the Gloucestershire Assembly – see www.gloshub.org.uk/assembly for more details - which works to get the voice of voluntary and community groups heard in Gloucestershire.

The next meeting of this group will be on Monday 6 July 1-3pm (venue to be confirmed).

For more information, please contact Roisin Harte on 01452 522600 or email roisinh@glosassembly.org.uk
	HOW COMMUNITIES IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE ARE 

SAVING ENERGY AND MONEY

Summer is drawing ever closer and energy prices are still soaring, yet communities in Gloucestershire have easily found ways to save money and energy during the cold wintry months. An energy saving competition has seen communities competing with each other in Gloucestershire as well as with 8 other countries in Europe. With average energy savings of around 11% (that’s around £130) Gloucestershire’s communities are something to be proud of, leading the way not only in Britain but throughout Europe.
The unique programme monitored each household’s energy use over a 6 month period.  It clearly illustrated great energy savings over what turned out to be one of the coldest winters the south-west has seen for years.   It was very easy for the householders to see what worked for them using electricity monitors as wells as the organisers and energy experts sending out weekly tips and targets to follow in order to achieve their goal of smaller gas and electric bills as well as a reduced carbon foot print.  
“The electricity monitor has been well received and many of our neighbourhood have changed they way they use electric devices as a result of watching the live energy consumption, the kids could see the energy use and see the difference when things were switched off has made them really appreciate that they can make a difference.”  Alex Alliston, Wotton energy master
Final meter readings are in, with the winning neighbourhood to be announced shortly.  As well as the gift of saving money the winning household will also receive and eco hamper worth £100 and a chance to go on the euro star to Brussels for the international award ceremony.  Not bad for free local competition.
The training and advice from Severn Wye Energy Agency centred on changing wasteful energy habits not around spending huge bucks.  Showing the energy saving needn’t cost the earth but may well save it.
For more information on the project and its objectives visit www.energyneighbourhoods.eu or contact Joanna Nicholson on 01452 835082.

UNIVERSITY OF GLOUCESTERSHIRE MARKS WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY – FRIDAY 5TH JUNE

The Park, Cheltenham, GL50 2RH and Oxstalls, Oxstalls Lane, Longlevens, Gloucester, GL2 9HW. Exhibition: Thursday June 4 - Friday June 5, World Environment Day: Friday June 5.
The University of Gloucestershire’s Sustainability Team and sustainability charity Vision 21 Gloucestershire are arranging two exhibitions at Elwes Reception, The Park campus, and the Link Corridor at Oxstalls Campus to celebrate World Environment Day – Friday June 5th. The exhibitions will be on view on Friday June 5 and mark World Environment Day which takes place on that day. Produced by Vision 21 and sponsored by Severn Trent Water, the exhibitions are entitled Aman Iman, widely translated as Water is Life in the language of the Touareg, nomadic desert clans whose survival depends on the relationship with water. 
As part of World Environment Day and the Students’ Union’s (SU) commitment to sustainability, the SU are holding a special screening of the film The Age of Stupid starring Pete Postlethwaite which explores the consequences of climate change from 2055.  The film will be shown at 5.30 pm on Friday June 5, TC014, The Park campus. Tickets are available from the SU web-site at:  http://www.yourstudentsunion.com/events/ and cost £3 in advance or £5 on the door. 
There will be a short introduction by Ian Lander from Vision 21 and a brief questions and answer session after the film with Arran Stibbe, senior lecturer in English Language, at the University of Gloucestershire.
To find out more about the exhibition click here.

	Events

	It is impossible to list all events in 21 Today. For a fuller list please go to the Vision 21 calendar. Please help us to promote this busy calendar to your friends/colleagues and clients. 

TRANSITION NEWENT

Transition Newent has lots of events planned this summer. For details click here, call 01989 720646 or email: ann@kenandannallen.co.uk
STROUD COMMUNIVERSITY

Water is out most fundamental resource, yet one we take for granted. We are facing water shortage and have recent experience of floods. Come to a day focused on empowering people and communities to take control of their water resources.
Issues covered include: water for energy, waste water, flooding, food productivity, public health, drought and amenity.

The day will include a visit to the co-housing Sustainable Urban Drainage System.

Speakers: Adam Broadhead, Water 21; Councillor Philip Booth, Ruscombe Brook Action Group; Councillor Sarah Lunnin, Stroud District Council; Paul Munns, rainwater harvesting expert at The Green Shop; Julian Jones, Water 21.
Click here for more info
	HOW TO FARM WITHOUT FOSSIL FUELS

“Agriculture 2050 – a day considering the options for local agricultural & food production after fossil fuels have run out and climate change is really here.”
This event follows the success of the Transition Towns Seminar held back in February this is a second Seminar focusing on how we will farm without fossil fuels. It will be held on Wednesday 17th June at The Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester.

For details please log on to http://rac.ac.uk or email Beverley.allen@rac.ac.uk or telephone 01285 889872 ext 2236.

BIKE WEEK [image: image5.wmf]
Bike week will run from 13th to 21st June. For details of national events go to www.bikeweek.org.uk. 

One local event is a cycling skills training session in Cheltenham. This will take place on 16th June 2009, in the evening. For more details go to:

http:/www.cyclecheltenham.org.uk 
or email treasurer@cyclecheltenham.org.uk
RECYCLING WEEK

National Recycle Week is fast approaching.  The theme for this year's event, which takes place from 22nd until 28th of June, is "let's waste less". For more info click here. 

	That’s nearly all

	For vacancies listed on our website click here
To become a member of Vision 21 click here 

To work out your carbon emissions click here
To view the Gloucestershire Green Guide click here
NEXT 21 TODAY

21 Today will be having a break for the summer. Please keep in touch with events by logging onto our calendar.  
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