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A Warm Welcome to Vision 21…

We would like welcome two new trustees Cindy Bexfield, a solicitor at Harrison Clark LLP and Paul Hopkinson a lecturer at University of Gloucestershire.
Farewells…

Rebecca Dobson. After five action packed years of working for Vision 21, Rebecca Dobson has left us. She is a great loss to the organisation and will be missed. We wish her all the best for the future.

Cathy Green.  We would like to thank Cathy for all the good work she has done for us, particularly her work in establishing Transition Cheltenham.  We all wish Transition Cheltenham great success.

Richard Tibbles.  A long serving supporter of the Vision 21, Richard has stepped down from being a Trustee.  Over the years, he has helped us in many ways on many occasions and we are grateful for all his assistance.
Records

Vision 21 will be updating its database in the near future.  

We will be sending you an e mail and to remain on our database you will need to send a reply.  Anyone who does not reply will be unsubscribed and no longer receive our news letters.

Opportunities…
Vision 21 Get Up and Grow More! Project Officer 

£19,137/yr (pro rata) Closing Date 13th Feb Interview Date 17th Feb

Vision 21 is a small, but highly active environmental charity that raises awareness of the dangers of climate change and encourages people to take part in local initiatives.

We are seeking an experienced vegetable gardener to organise and manage this exciting new project funded by the Big Lottery Fund’s Local Food scheme.  The post holder will be required to teach three community groups to grow vegetables on 3 plots of land located in Cheltenham, Cirencester and Tewkesbury.

The post is a fixed term contract of 16 hours per week at £689.66/month, terminating 31/3/14. The post holder must have experience of working with community groups and considerable experience of vegetable growing or a level 2 certificate in horticulture. 

The successful candidate will be expected to produce an action plan for the three growing sites, monitor the project budget, prepare reports for the Lottery Grant Funding body, help prepare the land, recruit participants and give a series of training sessions, as well as on site advice and assistance.

A CRB check will be required.  Post holder must have access to own transport that is insured for business purposes.

For an information pack please e mail office@vision21.org.uk or telephone 01242 224321.  For an informal discussion about the project please contact Dave Entwistle.
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Interested in working for SWEA? SWEA is looking for Full Time Administrator in their Finance & Administration team with advanced knowledge of Excel & Windows XP & 7. Please find further details on http://www.swea.co.uk/jobs.shtml, Application deadline: 31/01/2012  

SWEA - Climate Cup Competition

The Climate Cup is a competition to help you monitor your home energy use, reduce your carbon emissions and save £££ on your energy bills. The UK winner gets £1500 to spend on energy saving measures and an all-expenses paid trip for two to compete in the European final in Brussels. Taking part is easy. To enter, you need to:

1. Visit the competition website http://uk.theclimatecup.eu and open an Energy Saving Account 

2. Enter at least four meter readings or bill readings by 30 April 2012 (two heating and two electricity) 

3. That’s it! 

Your Energy Savings Account is an online, secure, impartial tool that makes energy saving easy. It will still be available for use after April and the competition website is packed with energy saving hints and tips and a tutorial to get you started. Anyone who opens an Energy Savings Account in January will be entered into a prize draw to win cavity wall insulation (subject to survey). Anyone who enters in February, March or April will be entered into a draw to win a home energy survey. Sign up today - you’ve only got energy, money and carbon to save! 

For more information contact Audrey@swea.co.uk

This competition is supported by Gloucestershire County Council and Intelligent Energy Europe.

Severn Wye Energy Agency is a sustainable energy charity based in Gloucester that aims to promote sustainable energy and affordable warmth through partnership, awareness-raising, innovation and strategic action. www.swea.co.uk 

Free Cycle Racks.  Life Cycle UK have obtained a small amount of funding from Gloucestershire County Council to be able to offer two free cycle parking stands to small businesses in Gloucestershire.  Subject to availability, Life Cycle UK will deliver up to two cycle racks (hold 4 bikes each) for you to install. The installation must be on your own land. Please visit the website for more information. 

This is how it works: Visit the website and click on “email us” to apply. http://www.lifecycleuk.org.uk/cycle-parking
Unwanted furniture? RECLAIM, Vision 21’s household goods re-use enterprise continues to operate very successfully. After a very busy Christmas period we’re looking for new donations, such as furniture or white goods (in good working order).

Of course, if you need items to furnish your home, then please come and see us at our warehouse. We can also deliver items against a small charge.
Reclaim, Unit 25b Lansdown Industrial Estate, Cheltenham, GL51 8PL, Tel 01242 228823.  Opening Hours: Monday – Saturdays 10am – 4pm 

Free energy efficiency advice. Vision 21 continues to provide free energy efficiency assessments to Cheltenham businesses and voluntary sector groups as part of a project funded by the Cheltenham Low Carbon Partnership. To book your free audit or to find out more email mbush@vision21.org.uk or call 01242 224321. 

Cheltenham Climate Change Champions – continues to teach our friends and neighbours about important climate change issues.  Our next meeting is on Monday February 27th at 6.00pm in Hesters Way Community Resource Centre, Cassin Way GL51 7SU.  Beth Boughton, CBC’s Waste and Recycling Manager, will be talking about recycling and reprocessing.  Contact Mo on 01242 224321 or momcmanus@vision21.org.uk.
